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SUBJECT: ROPER REPORT ON PUBLIC OPINION RE SOUTH KOREA 
REE: STATE 219300, SEOUL 7243 (NOTAL) 

1. EMBASSY SEOUL QUESTIONS WHAT IT DESCRIBES AS AN UNDULY 
PESSIMISTIC ANALYSIS IN DEPARTMENT'S 219300, WHICH PREPARED 
AND TRANSMITTED BY BUREAU OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. IT ALSO 
RAISES TWO APPARENT STATISTICAL DISCREPANCIES IN PA'S 
ANALYSIS. 

2. SEOUL SUGGESTS THAT PA ANALYSIS DID NOT MAKE CLEAR 
THAT WHILE 43 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS WISHED TO STAND BY 
TREATY COMMITMENT TO ROK, AN ADDITIONAL 22 PERCENT WERE 
PREPARED TO LEAVE US TROOPS IN KOREA AS DETERRENT. SEOUL 
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THAT 65 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS FAVOR CONTINUING STATIONING 
OF US TROOPS IN KOREA AND CALLS THIS A STRONG PLUS. 

3. PA AGREES THE FIGURES CAN BE READ THIS WAY, BUT ONLY 
VERY HESITANTLY. AS OUR 219300 NOTED, THE ADDITIONAL 22 
PERCENT HAD ALREADY EXPRESSED THEMSELVES AS FAVORING A 
REDUCTION IN US COMMITMENT "IN ORDER TO AVOID US INVOLVE- 
MENT IN ANOTHER WAR." IN EXPRESSING A WILLINGNESS TO 
LEAVE TROOPS AS A DETERRENT THEY WERE RESPONDING TO A QUES- 
TION WHICH INDICATED THAT THE DETERRENT FORCE WOULD BE 
PULLED BACK "AS BEHIND-THE-LINES ADVISORS IF NORTH KOREA 
INVADED ANYWAY." THIS IS NOT WHAT THE SECURITY TREATY 
CONTEMPLATES IN THE EVENT OF HOSTILITIES, SO THAT WHILE PA 
AGREES WE SHOULD NOT IGNORE THE FACT THAT 65 PERCENT (43 
PLUS 22) ARE WILLING TO CONTINUE THE STATIONING OF FORCES 

IN KOREA, IT IS NOT A FULLY COMFORTING RESPONSE GIVEN THE 
NATURE OF OUR COMMITMENT. 

4. SEOUL HAS CORRECTLY CHALLENGED A STATISTICAL ERROR 
INVOLVING PARAS SEVEN AND TEN OF OUR 219300. WE STATED 
THAT ONLY ONE IN TEN OF RESPONDENTS WERE PREPARED TO 
SUPPLY ALL OF THE ARMS AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE REQUIRED IN 
THE EVENT OF HOSTILITIES. CLEARLY THE FIGURE OF NINE PER- 
CENT REFLECTED IN RESPONSES SUMMARIZED IN PARA SEVEN 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN ADDED TO THE 43 PERCENT WHO WISH TO STAND 
BY OUR TREATY COMMITMENT. 

5. AS PA HAS INFORMED SEOUL, FACT THAT 219300 MARKED FOR 
DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT WAS NOT MEANT TO SUGGEST THAT 
RECIPIENTS SHOULD TAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION TO DISTRIBUTE 
CONTENTS PUBLICLY. TO AVOID FURTHER AMBIGUITY, WE HAVE 
MARKED THIS CABLE FOR DECONTROL ON JAN. I, 1977. SISCO 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TROOP DEPLOYMENT, POLITICAL SITUATION, PUBLIC OPINION POLLS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 24 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE228265 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: CWBRAY:SAC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750331-0944 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 975/newtext/t1 9750920/aaaaarrv.tel 

Line Count: 93 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN PA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 STATE 219300, 75 SEOUL 7243 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <24 OCT 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ROPER REPORT ON PUBLIC OPINION RE SOUTH KOREA 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, US, (ROPER) 

To: SEOUL MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




